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WOMEN CERTIFIED PUBLIC
ACCOUNTANTS IN ILLINOIS
By HELEN F. McGILLICUDDY
(Reprinted, in part, with permission
from The Illinois Certified Public Account
ant, June 1949.)

28 members of the American Woman’s
Society of Certified Public Account
ants
10 members of the American Society of
Women Accountants
2 members of the American Accounting
Association
Women have served on various committees
of the Illinois Society, and from reports
received, they have done a splendid job in
carrying out their responsibilities.
The technical problems encountered by
the public accountant are taken care of by
the American Institute of Accountants and
other organizations. However, in addition
to these problems, women in the account
ing field have problems and responsibilities
that are peculiarly their own, due to the
number of certificates awarded to women
compared with the total number awarded
throughout the country. To fill the need
for work that could not be expected of ex
isting accounting organizations, and which
was not their responsibility, the American
Woman’s Society of Certified Public Ac
countants was organized in Chicago in 1933
“to advance the professional interest of
women certified public accountants.” Though
of necessity small in membership, it renders
a unique service to the profession, and to
business and industry as well as to women.
The program of the Society is based on
three primary objectives:
1. Greater interest of women in account
ing and in higher attainments of
the profession.
2. More enlighted public opinion con
cerning the ability and achieve
ments of women in accounting.
3. Increased number of women as mem
bers and active participants in pro
grams of technical accounting or
ganizations.
To provide an effective medium through
which the first-named objective might be
more readily accomplished, the American
Woman’s Society of Certified Public Ac
countants organized in 1938 an affiliate, the
American Society of Women Accountants
which, through different classifications,

The first woman C.P.A. in Illinois was
Florence L. Sivertson. She received her
certificate in 1918 after successfully pass
ing the written C.P.A. examination and is
currently engaged in public accounting in
Chicago. It is interesting to note that af
ter she received her certificate, the Illinois
Society of Certified Public Accountants
changed its by-laws in order to admit
women certified public accountants. Miss
Sivertson joined the Society in 1922 and
has been a member since that date.
Through November 1948, 64 women have
received Illinois certificates and the number
is steadily increasing. More than 460 cer
tificates have been awarded to women ac
countants throughout the United States.
A survey of the Illinois women certified
public accountants has recently been com
pleted. The results of this survey showed
the following statistics:
Number %
engaged in their own
12
26.7
public accounting
practice
11
24.4
employed in the public
accounting field
13
28.9
employed in private in
dustry
4
teaching
8.9
1
2.2
Technical Staff—United
States Bureau of In
ternal Revenue
4
8.9
retired
45
100.00%
Total replies received
19
no replies or unable to locate
64
Total certificates is
sued
The survey further disclosed that the
women in practice in Illinois (the same
would hold true throughout the country)
are also staunch supporters of the technical
accounting organizations. Affiliation with
such societies by the 45 women who par
ticipated in the survey may be tabulated
as follows:
13 members of American Institute of Ac
countants
28 members of the Illinois Society of
Certified Public Accountants
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provides membership for women who are
actively engaged in any phase of account
ing, who are instructors or students of ac
counting, or who otherwise have a substan
tial interest in accounting.
The joint annual meeting is usually held
the week-end preceding the annual meeting
of the American Institute of Accountants
so that the women certified public account
ants may attend both meetings while visit
ing the convention city.
The Technical Sessions Committee of the
Illinois Society under the chairmanship of
Mr. Alexander Eulenberg arranged the
first spring 1949 technical session on the
subject, “The Role of Women in Account
ing.”
The women who participated on the panel
were Mary C. Gildea, Helen F. McGilli
cuddy, Ruth P. Waschau, and Valerie J.
Yudell. The moderator was Mr. Richard
H. Grosse. All of the participants are mem
bers of the Illinois Society of Certified
Public Accountants. The following para
graphs will relate some of the topics cov
ered at this technical session.
It was the consensus that the best founda
tion for an accountant is experience in the
public accounting field. In this field the
accountant will get a good background,
will meet all classes of people, will en
counter all types of problems, and will ex
perience long hours, in addition to having
the greatest experience that a beginner
can have—that is, working with a person
who already has arrived at a successful
point in his career and who can help the
newcomer over many of the difficult ob
stacles along the way to success as an ac
countant. In other words, it is in the pub
lic accounting field that one can readily and
more easily see the good and bad points of
the profession. It is also in the public ac
counting field that the beginner will be ex
posed to various phases of accounting so
that if he or she desires to specialize the
opportunities of any particular branch of
accounting will be more readily seen.
There are certain attributes which all
accountants must have—good technical
training, command of the English language,
steadfastness of purpose, loyalty, tact, at
tention to detail, curiosity, etc. Women
have some of these attributes to a greater
degree than men.
The women certified public accountants
who have attained success in their chosen
field do not advocate nor do they desire that
there be acceptance of any woman as an
accountant because she is a woman but

they do want the accounting profession
to accept women accountants on an indi
vidual basis, to judge their qualifications
on the strength of their abilities, and to
give the woman accountant a chance to
prove her worth.
*
*
*
NEW AWSCPA MEMBERS
AWSCPA welcomes as new members:
Elizabeth Irene Smelker, 19 Lopez Ave.,
San Francisco 16, with Barlow, Davis &
Wood CPA’s; Erma L. Adams, 2510 Nation
Ave., Durham, N. Carolina, with Duke
University Hospital; Isabel Mason, 1922
Ninth Ave., Seattle 1, Washington, self
employed; Dorothea E. Watson, 1218 N.W.
27, Oklahoma City, Okla., with T. Dwight
Williams & Co.; Lucile A. Oakes, 210 Wash
ington Ave., Hawthorne, Calif., with Robert
L. MacReynolds, CPA; Imogene McCabe
3204 St. John’s Drive, Dallas 5, Tex., with
Frozen Food Express; Suzanne Adams, 129
W. Streicher, Toledo, Ohio, with Wideman,
Madden, Dolan & Company.

NEW ASWA MEMBERS
Atlanta: Mrs. Elizabeth B. Brittain,
Dorothy Elizabeth Gunn. Chicago: Ruth
R. Grossfeld, Lucille Crespegny, Dorothy
M. Pinckney, Margaret Gnirk, Mrs. The
resa-Jane Lindstrom, Kathryn Metcalf,
Helen Seelmayer CPA, Mary Malin, Amalia
Koulogeorge, Virginia Weise. Cleveland:
Mildred S. Barry, H. Louise Klein, Esther
F. Schmidt (Junior member), Mrs. Ruth
Sparks Mossman, Nancy Soppitt, Rhoda E.
Ginter, Edith M. Lane, Dorothy W. Adams,
Alice L. Schwartz. Columbus: Donna
Thompson, Jean Sceurman, Virginia
Pharis, Dorotha Titus. Des Moines: Ur
sula Ames, Cleo Anderson, M. Elizabeth
Anderson, Genevieve I. Barrett, Irene Bas
ham, Christine Bonifield, Nellie M. Brown,
Helen Chappas, Frances L. Coates, Ona
Cook, Edna Diehr, Ruth Estes, Kathleen
Finn, Frances Fitzpatrick, Majorie Girton,
Helen Hoke, Edna K. Lewis, Mildred Mahannah, Jackaline P. Rutherford, Florence
B. Smith, Betty Southard, Mildred South
ard, Helen Stearns, Helen Walker. Grand
Rapids: Mrs. Wilda McCall. Louisville:
Mrs. Annie H. Zetzs, Waltzie Cooke, Agnes
Greenwell. Muskegon: Frances D. Daniel
son, Valborg M. Johnson, Agnes M. Fitz
gerald, Esther G. Freedman, Theresa Dek
ker, Louella Jeanne Partlow, Dorothy Irene
Schaefer. Seattle: Marion Taylor, Altha
Butcher, Margaret Klein, Louise Crowley.
Toledo: Winifred Russell.
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